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AT a meeting of the Board, at Morrisville, in August, the School 
Committee made a report of their proceedings, which was accepted; 
and they were directed to proceed in their operations. Accordingly 
the committee met at Oneida Castle; and after mature deliberation, they 
concluded that it would be most for the accommodation of the Indians, 
to erect the school-house on the public square, in the Castle of Oneida: 
to which measure the Indians acceded. ‘They then proceeded to erect 
a suitable building, twenty feet by thirty, and ezght feet in the clear be- 
tween joints, with a porch before the house. The whole expense of 
building the house, was two hundred and twenty-nine dollars and eighteen 
cents. The house was completed about the first of December, 1820. 
They likewise proceeded to purchase a house for the teacher. They 
obtained one, situated near the school-house in the Castle, which cost 
two hundred urd twenty-five dollars, and the lot on which it stands ninety. 
The school-house being completed, and all things in readiness, the school 
was opened on Monday the 10th of December, and, as we humbly trust, 
under the Divine auspices. ‘The following extract from Elder Powell's 
letter to one of the editors, will give a history of the four first days of 
the school : 
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EXTRACTS. 

‘* On Monday I opened my School, and had ten Indian, and two white 
scholars—next day had thirteen Indian scholars, some of whom have 
learned near half the alphabet already: they are very expert in forming 
letters in sand, much more so than white children. The cloud appears 
to be breaking, and the prospect before us, in relation to the school, 
gives evidence that the Lorp is on our side. Last week I visited man 
Indian families, and it had a good effect: two Councils followed on the 
subject ; they uniformly expressed a desire to send their children to 
school: some, however, seemed afraid of the opposition. But Dana, the 
interpreter, told them that he would fight all their battles. I took the 
number of children they proposed to send this winter, where I visited, 
and they amounted to forty-eight : but many families I did not see. The 
school is closed for this day. (Wednesday,) fifteen scholars: so you 
see my school increases. ‘Thursday,—to-day I have nineteen Indian 
Scholars, twenty-one on the list. I think it will not be long before I 
shall have thirty or forty. J feel deeply interested in the welfare of 
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these tawny sons of the forest ; I already begin to realize a pleasure j in 
teaching them to read, which I had not anticipated: It occupies my 
mind by day and night. O pray that my labor may not be in vain. 

‘* As it respects “the opposition, | have no concern about it ; and | 
think the Society may be so far from fearing its influence, (although jt 

may operate for a little time,) that they may prepare to add to thei 
building, rather than to abandon their object. ‘The Lorn will take care 
of his own cause; and I am willing to leave the subject with him. 

“ We have taken a little active Indian boy, nine years of age, belong. 
ing to one of the most respectable families in the nation, to board with 
us through the winter. Mrs. Powell feels an increasing interest in the 
welfare of those impoverished and perishing sons of the forest.” 


Thus it will appear that the school was increasing. ‘The first day, 
ten Indian scholars; the second, thirteen; the third, fifteen ; and the 
cee day, nineteen. The teacher had twenty- one Indian scholars On 

is list. 
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AMisgsionarp Antelligence. 


MISSION TO BURMAH. 
Continuation of Extracts from Mr. Judson’s Journal. 
[EXTRACTED FROM THE LUMINARY.] 


DecemBer 12th, Lord’s day.—We were much gratified at seeing the 
teacher, Moung Shwa Gnong at worship, for the first time since he was 
accused before the viceroy. ‘The news of our intended expedition to 
Ava, has probably emboldened him. We proposed his accompanying 
us, but he declined. 

Dec. 18th, Saturday. Stave spent all the past week in making pre- 
parations for our journey. 

Dec. 19th, Lord’s Day.—Had worship for the last time. Disappoin- 
ted in not seeing the teacher; but the disappointment somewhat allevi- 
ated by the attendance of one of his acquaintance, 2n elderly man, by 
name Oo Yan, by profession a doctor, who listened with the strictest 
attention, and, in his subsequent conversation, discovered a truly in- 
quisitive spirit. 

Dec. 21st.—After having made arrangements for our wives’ residence 
in town, during our absence, brother Colman and myself embarked.— 
Our boat is six feet wide in the middle, and forty feet long. A tempo- 
rary deck of bamboos is laid throughout, and on the hinder part of the 
boat, the sides are raised with thin ‘boards, and a covering of thatch, and 
mats tied on, so as to form two low rooms, in which we can just sit, and 
lie down. Our company consists of sixteen, beside ourselyes,—ten 
rowmen—a steersman—a headman, whose name is inserted in our pass- 
port, and who, therefore, derives a little authority from government,— 
a steward or cook for the company, which place is filled by our trusty 
Moung Nau—our own cook—a Hindoo washerman—and an Englishman, 
who having been unfortunate all his life, wishes to try the service of his 
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inaving charge of several guns and blunderbusses, which are indispensa- 


ple on account of the robbers that infest the river. | 

We have been much perplexed, in fixing on a present for the emper- 
or, without which no person unauthorized can appear in his presence. 
Our funds were evidently inadequate to the purchase of articles which 
would be valuable to him, in a pecuniary point of view; when we con- 
sidered also, that there ought to be a congruity between the present and 
our character, we selected that book, which we hope to be allowed to 


‘translate under his patronage—the Bisve, in six volumes, covered with 


cold leaf, in Burman style, and each volume enclosed in a rich wrapper. 
For presents to other members of government, we have taken several 


"pieces of fine cloth, and other articles. 


Thus manned and furnished, we pushed off from the shores of Ran- 


_ goon. The teacher Moung Shwa Gnong had not been to see us for sev- 
_ eral days, ashamed probably of having declined accompanying us; but 
' just as we were pushing off we saw his tall form standing on the wharf. 


S He raised his hand to his head, and bade us adieu, and continued look- 
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ing after the boat, until a projecting point shut Rangoon and all its scenes 


from our view. When shall we redouble this little point! Through 


' what scenes shall we pass, ere the scene now snatched away be re-pre- 
_ sented! The expedition on which we have entered, however it may 


terminate, is unavoidably fraught with consequences momentous and sol- 
emn, beyond all conception. We are penetrating into the heart of one 
of the great kingdoms of the world, to make a formal offer of the gos- 
pel to a despotic monarch, and through him, to the millions of his sub- 
jects. May the Lorp accompany us, and crown our attempt with the 
desired success, if it be consistent with his wise and holy will. 

At night, we moored by the banks of Kyee-myen-daing. It was neat 
this place, that a few days ago, one of the boats belonging to Mr. G. 
late collector of Rangoon, was attacked by robbers, and the steersman 
and another man killed at a single shot. We felt unwilling to remain at 
this village, but found it necessary. 

Dec. 22d.—We set off early in the morning, and at noon, reached 
Kyoon-oo, a cluster of villages, near one of which, about twenty miles 
from Rangoon, we remained the rest of the day. 

Dec. 23d.—Passed from the Rangoon outlet into the great A-rah 
wah-tee river, (vulgarly called Irrawaddy,) and reached Ran-gen-tsen- 
yah, a village 20 miles from Kyoon-oo. 

On the 24th, passed Da-noo-byoo, and on the 26th, Hen-thah-dah, 
both large towns. Fresh reports of robbers. 

On the 30th, reached Kak-noung, a considerable town, about 90 miles 
from Rangoon. Here we met a special officer from Bassein, with a de- 
tachment of men, sent in pursuit of a band of robbers, who lately made 
a daring attack on a large boat, wounded and beat off the people, and 
took plunder to the amount of 1500 ticals. The commander offered us 
an escort for the journey of to-morrow, which lies through a dangerous 
tract of country; but we declined accepting, as we should have been 
obliged to give the people presents, without deriving any substantial as- 
sistance in the hour of danger. Strict watch all night. 

January Ist, 1820.—Passed a remarkably high rocky mountain, the 
side of which, for a considerable extent, is indented with numerous re- 
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cesses, containing images of Gaudama, all carved out of the solid rock. 
Jan. 2d.—P assed the large towns of Shwa-doung and Pah-doung, op 
opposite sides of the river, and reached Pyee (v ulgarly called imei \ 
120 miles from Rangoon,—a place of great note in Burman history, and 
the seat of an ancient dynasty of king: . the town itself is now ing 
state of dilapidation ; but the environs appear flourishing. 

Confirmed reports of a most daring robbery, committed a little higher 
up, on the boat of the governor of Taroke-man, who was going up to 
Ava, with about 50 men and 7,000 ticals. ‘he robbers came down Up- 
on the people, while they were cooking on shore, shot the governor 
through the body, and carried off ali the treasure. Feel the necessity 
of redoubling our precautions for several days. Agree, that part of us 
only leave the boat at a time—the rest to stand by the guns. 

Jan. 17th.—Reached Pah-gan, a city cel ‘brated in Burman history 
being, like Pyee, the seat of a former dynasty. lt is about 260 miles 
from Rangoon. 

Jan. 18th.—Took a survey of the splendid pagodas, and extensive 
ruins, in the environs of this once funous city. Ascended, as far as 
possible, some of the highest edifices, and at the height of one hundred 
feet, perhaps, beheld all the country round, covered with temples and 
monuments of every sort and size—some in utter ruin—some fast de- 
caying—and some exhibiting marks of recent attention and repair. The 
remains of the ancient wall of the city stretched beneath us. The pil- 
lars of the gates, and many a grotesque, decapitated relic of antiquity 
checkered the motley scene. All conspired to suggest those elevated 
and mournful ideas, which are attendant on a view of the decaying re- 
mains of ancient grandeur; and though not comparable to such ruins as 
those of Palmyra and Balbec, (as they are represented,) still deeply in- 
teresting to the antiquary, and more deeply int eresting to the Christian 
missionary. Here, about eight hundred years ago, the religion of Boodh 

ras first publicly recognized ané established as s the religion of the em- 
pire. Here then Ah- rah- han, the first menetiiet apostle of Burmah, un- 
der the patronage of King Anan-ra-tha-men-zan, disseminated the doc- 
trines of Atheism, and taught his disciples to pant after annihilation, as 
the supreme good. Some of the ruins betore our eyes, were probably the 
remains of pagodas designed by himself. We looked back on the centu- 
ries of darkness that are past. We looked forward, and Christian hope 
would fain brighten the prospect. Perhaps we stand on the dividing line 
of the empires of darkness and light. O,shade of Shen Ah-rah-han! weep 
o'er thy falling fanes; retire from the scenes of thy past greatness. But 
thou smilest at my feeble voice. Linger then, thy little remaining day. 
A voice mightier than mine, a still small voice, will ere long sweep away 
every vestige of thy dominion. The churches of Jesus will soon sup- 
plant these idolatrous monuments, and the chanting of the devotees of 
Boodh will die away before the Christian hymn of praise. 

After leaving Pah-gan, the river turns to the east. We walked across 
the point of land formed by the curve of the river, and rejoined the 
boat at Nyoung-oo. On the 20th we reached Gnah-hmyah-gnay, a soli- 
tary and da ingerous place, and moored under a little point of land. Late 
yn the evening, a large boat, full of men, suddenly turned the point, and 
gore down upon us. Our headman warned them off: ; but they paid ne 
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attention and made no reply; on which he fired a gun over them. They 
then called out to forbear, and sheered .off. The adventure quite in- 
disposed us for sleep. We planned anew the minutia of operation, in 
case of attack, and kept a strict watch all night. 

JAN. 92d.—P assed the confluence of the Kyen-dwen and the A-rah- 
wah-tee, and proceeded up the latter. The former is the smaller of the 
two, but it is said to be navigable for large boats, twenty days distance 
from the confluence. It penetrates into the Cassay country, which lies 
north of Burmah, and to which 30,000 troops have lately marched from 
Ava, to quell a rebellion, occasioned ‘by the accession of the new em- 
peror. 

We are now beyond the region of the robbers, and are allowed to 
sleep in comparative quiet. 

Jan. 25th.—Passed Old Ava, the seat of the dynasty immediately 
preceding the present, and T'sah-gaing, a place of some note, distin- 
guished for its innumerable pagodas, and the residence of one or two 
late emperors; and about noon, drew up to O-ding-man, the lower land- 
ing place of New Ava, or Ahmarapoor, about 350 miles from Rangoon. 
At our present distance of nearly four miles from the city, (and we can- 
not get nearer this season.) it appears to the worst advantage. We can 
hardly distinguish the golden steeple of the palace, amid the glittering 
pagodas, whose summits just suffice to mark the spot of our ultimate 
destination. 

Jan. 26th.—We set out early in the morning, called on Mr. G. late 
collector of Rangoon, and on Mr. R. who was formerly collector, but is 
now out of favor. ‘Thence we entered the city, passed the palace, and 
repaired to the house of Mya-day-men, former viceroy of Rangoon, now 
one of the public ministers of state (Woon-Gyee.) We gave him a val- 
uable present, and another of less value to his wife, the lady who for- 
merly treated Mr. G. with so much politeness. ‘They both received us 
very kindly, and appeared to interest themselves in our success. We 
however did not disclose our precise object; but only petitioned leave. 
to behold the golden face. Upon this His Highness committed our bu~ 
siness to Moung Yo, one of his favourite oflicers, and directed him to 
introduce us to Moung Zah, one of the private ministers of state (A- 
twen-woun,) with the necessary orders. ‘This particular favor of Mya~ 
day-men prevents the-necessity of our petitioning and feeing all the 
public ministers of state, and procuring formal permission from the high 
court of the empire. 

In the evening, Moung Yo, who lives near our boat, called on us to 
say that he would conduct us to-morrow. We lie down in sleepless 
anxiety. To- -morrow’s dawn will usher in the most eventful day of our 
lives. To-morrow’s eve will close on the bloom or the blight of our 
fondest hopes. Yet it is consoling to commit this business into the hands 
of our heavenly Father,—to feel that the work is His, not ours; that 
the heart of the monarch, before whom we are to appear, is under the 
control of Omnipotence ; and that the event will be ordered in the map- 
ner most conducive to the Divine glory and the greatest good. God 
may, for the wisest purposes, suffer our hopes to be disappointed ; and 
if so, why should short- sighted, mortal man, repine ? Thy will, O Gop, 
be ever done; for thy will is inevitably the wisest and the best. 
























Ss yA, 
9) * 

























154 EXTRACTS FROM MR. JUDSON'S JOURNAL. [Feb, 


Jan. 27th.—We left the boat, and put ourselves under the conduct of 
Moung Yo. He carried us first to Mya-day-men, as a matter of form; 
and there we learnt, that the emperor had been privately apprized of 
our arrival, and said, Let them be introduced. We therefore proceeded 
to the palace. At the outer gate, we were detained a long time, until 
the various officers were satisfied that we had a right to enter, after 
which we deposited a present for the private minister of state, Moung 
Zah, and were ushered into his apartments in the palace-yard. He re- 
ceived us very pleasantly, and ordered us to sit before several govern- 
ors and petty kings, who were waiting at his levee. We here, tor the 
first time, disclosed our character and object—told him, that we were 
missionaries or ‘* propagators of religion;” that we wished to appear 
before the emperor, and present our sacred books, accompanied with a 
petition. He took it into his hand, looked over about half of it, and ther 
tamiliarly asked several questions about our Gop and our religion, to 
which we replied. Just at this crisis, some one announced, that the golden 
foot was about to advance ; on which the minister hastily rose up, and put 
on his robes of state, saying, that he must seize the moment to present 
us to the emperor. We now found, that we had unwittingly fallen on 
an unpropitious time, it being the day of the celebration of the late vic- 
tory over the Cassays, and the very hour, when his Majesty was coming 
forth, to witness the display made on the occasion. When the minister 
was dressed, he just said, ‘*‘ How can you propagate religion in this 
empire? But come along.”? Our hearts sunk at these inauspicious words. 
He conducted us through various splendor and parade, until we ascended 
a flight of stairs, and entered a most magnificent hall. He directed us 
where to sit, and took his place on one side; the present was placed on 
the other, and Moung Yo and another officer of Mya-day-men, sat a little 
behind. The scene to which we were now introduced, really surpas- 
sed our expectation. ‘The spacious extent of the hall, the number and 
magnitude of the pillars, the height of the dome, the whole completely 
covered with gold, presented a most grand and imposing spectacle.— 
Very few were present, and those evidently great officers of state. Our 
situation prevented us from seeing the further avenue of the hall; but 
the end, where we sat, opened into the parade, which the emperor was 
about to inspect. We remained about five minutes, when every one 
put himself into the most respectful attitude, and Moung Yo whispered, 

that his majesty had entered. We looked through the hall, as far as the 

pillars would allow, and presently caught sight of this modern Ahasuerus. 

He came forward, unattended—in solitary grandeur—exhibiting the 

proud gait and majesty of an eastern monarch. His dress was rich, but 
not distinctive; and he carried in his hand, the gold-sheathed sword, 

which seems to have taken the place of the sceptre of ancient times.— 

But it was his high aspect and commanding eye, that chiefly rivetted our 

attention. He strided on. Every head, excepting ours, was now in the 

dust. We remained kneeling, our hands folded, our eyes fixed on the 
monarch. When he drew near, we caught his attention. He stopped, 
partly turned towards us——‘‘ Who are these?” The teachers, great 
king, I replied. ‘* What you speak Burman—the priests that I heard 
of last night?” “* When did you arrive?” ‘* Are you teachers of relt- 
gion 2”? “* Are you like the Portuguese priest?’ ‘“* Are you married?” 
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« Why do you dress so ?”” These and some other similar questions we 
answered; when he appeared to be pleased with us, and sat down on 
an elevated seat—his hand resting on the hilt of his sword, and his eyes 
intently fixed on uss Moung Zah now began to read the petition, and it 


run thus :—— 


‘The American teachers present themselves to receive the favor of 
the excellent king, the sovereign of land and sea. Hearing,-that, on ac- 
count of the greatness of the royal power, the royal country was ina 
quiet and prosperous state; we arrived at the town of Rangoon, within 


) the royal dominions, and haying obtained leave of the governor of that 


town, to come up and behold the golden face, we have ascended and 
reached the bottom of the golden feet. In the great country of Ameri- 
ca, we sustain the character of teachers and explainers of the contents 
of the sacred scriptures of our religion. And since it is contained in 
those scriptures, that, if we pass to other countries and preach and pro- 
pagate religion, great good will result, and both those who teach and 
those who receive the religion, will be freed from future punishment, 
and enjoy, without decay or death the eternal felicity of heaven,——that 
royal permission be given, that we, taking refuge in the royal power, 
may preach our religion, in these dominions, and that those who aze 
pleased with our preaching, and wished to listen to and be guided by it, 
whether foreigners or Burmans, may be exempt from government mo- 
lestation, they present themselves to receive the favor of the excellent 
king, the sovereign of land and sea.”’ 

‘he emperor heard this petition, and stretched out his hand. Moung 
Zah crawled forward and presented it. His majesty began at the top, | 
and deliberately read it through. In the mean time, I gave Moung Zalt 
an abridged copy of the tract, in which every offensive sentence was 
corrected, and the whole put into the handsomest style and dress possi- 
ble. After the emperor had perused the petition, he handed it back, 
without saying a word, and took the tract. Our hearts now rose to God 
for a display of his grace. ‘‘ O have mercy on Burmah! Have mercy 
on her king!” But, alas, the time was not yet come. He held the tract 
long enough to read the two first sentences,which assert, that there is one 
eternal God, who is independent of the incidents of mortality, and that, 
beside Him, there is no God; and then, with an air of indifference, per- 
haps disdain, he dashed it down to the ground! Moung Zah stooped for- 
ward, picked it up, and handed it to us. Moung Yo made a slight at- 
tempt to save us, by unfolding one of the volumes, which composed our 
present, and displaying its beauty; but his majesty took no notice. Our 
fate was decided. After a few moments, Moung Zah interpreted his 
royal master’s will, in the following terms :—‘*‘ Why do you ask for such 
permission? Have not the Portuguese, the English, the Musselmans, and 
people of all other religions, full liberty to practise and worship, accord- 
ing to their own customs? In regard to the objects of your petition, his 
majesty gives no order. In regard to you sacred books, his majesty has 
no use for them, take them away.”’ 

Something was now said about brother Colman’s skill in medicine ; 
upon which the emperor once more opened his mouth, and said, Let 
them proceed to the residence of my physician, the Portuguese priest ; 
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gence that he had ever received of the eternal God, his Maker, his Pye. 
server, his Judge, he threw himself down on .a cushion, and lay listen. 
ing to the music, and gazing at the parade spread out before him! 

‘As for us and our present, we were huddled up and hurried away, 
without much ceremony. We passed out of the palace gates, with much 


Mya-day-men. ‘There his officer reported our reception ; but in a; 


our precise object, our repulse appeared, probably, to him, not g9 
decisive, as we knew it to be. We were next conducted two miles 
through the sun and dust of the streets of Ava, to the residence of the 
Portuguese priest. He very speedily ascertained, that we were in pos. 
session of no wonderful secret, which would secure the emperor from 
all disease, and make lim live forever; and we were accordingly allow. 
ed to take leave of the reverend Inquisitor, and retreat to our boat. 

At this stage of the business, notwithstanding the decided repulse we 
had received, we stiil cherished some hope of ultimately gaining our 
point. We regrettecl, that a sudden interruption had prevented our ex- 
plaining our objects io Moung Zah, in that familiar and confidential man- 
ner, which we had intended; and we determined, theretore, to make 
another attempt upon him in private. 

Jan. 20th.—-Har!y in the morning, we had the pleasure of seeing our 
friend Mr. G. coming to our boat. it may not be amiss to mention, that 
he is the collector, who was chiefly instrumental in relieving us trom 
the exorbitant demand which, a few months ago, was made upon us in 
Rangoon. He now told us that he had heard of our repulse, but would 
not have us give up all hope; that he was particularly acquainted with 
Moung Zah, and would accompany us to his house, a little before sunset, 
at an hour when he was accessible. This precisely accorded with our 
intentions. 

In the afternoon, therefore, we called on Mr. G. and he went with us 
into the city. On the way, we paid a visit to the wile of the present 
viceroy of Rangoon, whose eldest son is married to the only daughter of 
the present emperor. We carried a present, and were, of course, 
kindly received. 

Thence we went to the house of Moung Zah, some way beyond the 
palace. He received us with great coldness and reserve. The conver: 
sation, which we carried on chiefly through Mr. G. it is unnecessary to 
detail. Suffice it to say, that we ascertained, beyond a doubt, that the 
policy of the Burman government, in regard to the toleration of any for- 
eign religion, is precisely the same with the Chinese; that it is quite 
out of the question, w hether ony of the subjects of the emperor, who 
embrace a religion diflerent from his own, will be exempt trom punish- 
ment ; and that \ve, in presenting a petition to that effect, had been guilty 
of a most egre::sious blunder, en unpardonable offence. Mr. G. urged 
every argument. that we suggested, and some others. He finally stated, 
that if we obicined the royal favor, other foreigners would come and 

settle in the e: npire, and trade would be ereatly benefited. This argu- 
ment alone sc;emed to have any effect on the mind of the minister, and 
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port accordingly. He then rose from his seat, strided on to the end 9; 7 
the hall, and there, after having dashed to the ground the first inteljj. | 


more facility than we entered, and were conducted first 1 to the house of 


favorable terms as possible ; and as his highness was not apprized oj 
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nd of Y jooking out from the cloud which covered his face, he vouchsafed to 
reli. > say, that if we would wait some time, he would endeavor to speak to his 
Pr ‘|? majesty about us. From this remark it was impossible to derive any 
. encouragement, and having nothing further to urge, we left Mr. G. and 


ene bowing down to the ground, took leave of this great minister of state, 
vay P) who, under the emperor, guides the movements of the whole empire. 
uch ea It was now evening. We had four miles to walk by moon-light. Two 
» off of our disciples only followed us. ‘They had pressed as near as they 
1 as ventured to the door of the hall of audience, and listened to words which 
lof _ sealed the extinction of their hope and ours. Forsome time we spoke not. 
so a , ‘* Some natural tears we dropt, but wip’d them soon, 

les BS The world was all before us, where to choose 


the 


4 
ae ‘ And, as our first parents took their solitary way through Eden, hand in 
om ® hand, so we took our way through this great city, which, to our late im- 


Our place of rest, and Providence our guide.” 


Ws e agination, seemed another Eden ;_ but now, through the magic touch of 
disappointment, seemed blasted and withered, as if smitten by the fatal 

ve ® influence of the cherubic sword. 

" ra Arrived at the boat, we threw ourselves down completely exhausted 


in body and mind. For three days, we had walked eight miles a day, 
the most of the way in the heat of the sun, which, even at this season, 
in the interior of these countries, is exceedingly oppressive; and the 
result of our travels and toils has been—the wisest and best possible—a 
result, which if we could see the end from the beginning, would call 
“@ forth our highest praise. O slow of heart to believe and trust in the 
1 = constant presence and over-ruling agency of our almighty Saviour! 

of Jan. 29.—We again rose early, and having considered the last words 
iB ~=—soof Moung Zah, wrote down our request in the most concise and moder- 
'@ ate terms, and sent it to Mr. G. with a message, that he would once 
fF more see Moung Zah, lay the paper before him, and ascertain unequiv- 
~— ~~ ocally whether there was any possibility of gaining our point, by waiting 
several months. 

The rest of the day, and the next, being Lord’s day, we remained in 
the boat. 

Jan. 31st. Monday.—Mr. G. called upon us, with our little paper in 
his hand. I have shown your paper to Moung Zah, and begged him not 
to deceive you, but to say distinctly what hopes you might be allowed 
to entertain. He replied, ‘‘ Tell them, that there is not the least pos- 
sibility of obtaining the object stated in this paper, should they wait ever 
#0 long ; therefore, let them go about their business.”’ 

I now thought of one more expedient ; and taking out the manuscript 
tract the emperor threw down, I handed it to Mr. G. This is a brief 
view of the Christian religion. Do you present it, in our name, to 
Moung Zah, and persuade him to read it, or hear it read. We have in- 
deed no hope of its efficacy ; but it is our last resort, and Gop may help 
re in the extremity. He took it with some feeling, and promised to do 

is best. 

Before leaving us he communicated the important intelligence, that 
the emperor, flushed with his late victory over the Cassays, had deter- 
mined on war with Siam, and intended, next fall, to march in person te 
Pegu, below Rangoon, and there ae his. head-quarters. 
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After Mr. G. left us we went to visit Mr. R. We were tormerly ac- 
quainted with him in Rangoon ; and he would now have assisted us, had 
he not been out of the favor of the new emperor. We related all our 
proceedings, and the disappointment of our hopes. I knew it would be 
so, replied he, when you first called on me; but I was not willing to 
discourage you from making trial for yourselves. He then related the 
following story, with the substance of which we were previously ac- 
quainted. 

‘* About fifteen years ago, the Roman Catholic priests converted to 
their faith a Burman teacher of talents and distinction. They took great 
pains to indoctrinate him thoroughly in their religion, and entertained 
great hope of his usefulness in their cause. After his return trom 
Rome, whither they had sent him to complete his Christian educa- 
tion, he was accused | by his nephew, a clerk in the high court of the 
empire, of haying renounced the established religion. The emperor, 


who, it must be remembered, was far from approving the religion oi 


Boodh, ordered that he should be compelled to recant. The nephew 
seized his uncle, cast him into prison and fetters, caused him to be beat 


and tortured continually ; and at length, had recourse to the torture oi 


the iron mall. With this instrument, he was gradually beaten, from the 
ends of his feet up to his breast, until his body was little else but one 
livid wound. Mr. R. was one of those that stood by and gave money to 
the executioners, to induce them to strike gently. At every blow, the 
sufferer pronounced the name of Christ, and declared afterwards, that 
he felt but little or no pain. When he was at the point of death, under 
the hands of his tormentors, some persons who pitied his case, went to 
the emperor, with a statement, that he was a madman, and knew not 
what he was about; on which the emperor gave orders for his release. 
The Portuguese took him aw ay, concealed him till he was able to move, 
then sent him privately in a boat to Rangoon, and thence by ship to Ben- 


gal, where he finished his days. Since then, the Roman priests, of 


whom there are four only in the country, have done nothing in the way 
of proselyting, but confined their labours to their own flocks, which are 
composed of the descendants of foreigners. The man who accused his 
uncle, is now the very first of the private ministers of state, taking rank 
before Moung Zah! Furthermore, the present chet queen, who has 
great influence with his majesty, is and ever has been particularly at- 
tached to the religion and the priests of Boodh.”” Mr. R. also confirmed 
the information we had received of approaching war with Siam. 

Our case could not be more desperate. We directly returned to the 
boat, and ordered our people to sell off all unnecessary articles, and be 
ready to start, as soon as our passport could be obtained. 

Fre. Ist.—Went to Mya-day-men, and applied for a passport to Ran- 
goon. He appeared willing to oblige us; but said we must make formal 
application to Moung Zah. 

Fes. 2d.—Went to various places, and made various inquiries and ap- 
plications for a passport. Ascertained, that it was absolutely necessary, 
in our case, to procure a special one from the high court of the empire. 

Fes. 3d.—Sent our head man, and some of our people, with a petition 
to moung Zah. After they had gone off, we called on Mr. G. He 1n- 
formed us that the tract had been presented to Moung Zah, and read in 
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his presence. After listening to the whole of it, instead of throwing it 
down, or even returning it, he committed it to one of his people to keep, 
eaying to Mr. G. ‘* The doctrines and commands are very good; but it - 
will be a long time, beiore Burmans can be convinced that anid is a 
God and Saviour.”’ After this interview with Moung Zah, Mr. G. was 
cummoned before the emperor. His majesty among other things, en- 
quired about the foreign teachers. Mr. G. told him our country, our 
character, and our object. The emperor observed that the Portuguese 
priest had told him very different things, particularly, that we were a 
sect of Zandees, (a race very obnoxious to former emperors.) Mr. G. 
endeavored to vindicate our character; but the emperor F inner quite 
averse to hearing any thing in our favor. What, said he, laughing, they 
have come, presuming to convert us to their religion. Let them leave 
our capital. We have no desire to receive their instructions. Perhaps 
they may lind some of their countrymen in Rangoon, who may be willing 
to listen to them. 

Mr. G. now advised us to obtain a royal order protecting us person- 
ally from molestation, while we should remain in the country, otherwise,’ 
suid he, as it will be notorious that you have solicited royal patronage, 
and been refused, you will lie at the mercy of every il!- disposed person. 

This suggestion of Mr. G. occupied our thoughts the rest of the day. 
We finally concluded, that as such an order would cost several hundred 
ticals, we would. preter trusting in the Lerp, to keep us and our poor 
disciples. 

At night, our people returned. They had found Moung Zah, and pre- 
sented the petition lor a passport, to which he made no other reply, but 
** Come to-morrow.’ 

Fes. 4th.—Sent the people early in the morning, with a handsome 
present to Moung Zah. ‘They returned late at night. He accepted the 
present, and assured them, he would do our business to-morrow. 

Fes. 5th.—Sent the people as usual, our trusty Moung Nau accom- 
panying them, with a quantity of silver. This did the business. Late 
in the evening I had the pleasure of taking into my hand the pointed 
palm-leaf. It has cost us the value of thirty dollars. 

Fes. 6th.—Pushed off from the beach of O-ding-mau. I could mor- 
alize half an hour on the apt resemblance, the beautiful congruity be- 
tween the desolate state of our feelings and the sandy barren surface of 
this miserable beach. But ‘ ’tis idle all.”’ Let the beach and our sor- 
row go together. Something better will turn up to-morrow. | 

Fes. 12th.—Reached Pyee, 230 miles from Ava; our descent on the 
river being, of course, much more rapid than our ascent. Here, to 
our great surprise, we met with the teacher Moung Shwa Gnong. He 
had come up. from Rangoon, a few days ago, to visit an old acquain- 
tance, who was dangerously ill ; expects to return shortly ; would 
gladly go with us, if we could wait a day or two. We stated to him all 
our adventures at court, the distressing result of the expedition, and 
the present danger of propagating or professing the religion of Christ, 
and wound off with the story of the iron mall. He appeared to be 
less affected and intimidated by the relation, than we could have ex- 
pected. Indeed, his language was rather too high for the occasion. I 
therefore told him that it wag not for him we were concerned, but for 
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those who had become disciples of Christ. When they were accused 
and persecuted, thev could not worship at the pagodas, or recant be- 
fore the Mangen teacher. He felt the force of the reflection, and 
tried to explain his past conduct. Say nothing, said 1; one thing you 
know to be true, that, when formerly accused, if you hi ad not, in some 
way or other, satisfied the mind of the Mangen teacher, your hfe would 
not now be remaining in your body. hen, said he, if I must die, | 

shall die in a good cause. I know it is the cause at truth. He then re- 
peated, with considerable emphasis, the most prominent points of his 
present faith, as follows—‘‘ I believe in the Eiernal God, in his Son Jesus 
Christ, in the atonement which Christ has made, —_ in the writings of 
the apostles, as the true and only word of God.” Perhaps, continued he, 

you may not remember, that during one of my last visits, you told me, 
that I was trusting in my own understanding, rather than the divine 
word. From that time I have seen my error, and endeavored to re- 
nounce it, You explained to me also the evil of worshipping at pago- 
das, though I told you, that my heart did not partake in the worship.— 
Since you left Rangoon, I have not lifted up my folded hands before a 
pagoda. It is true, | sometimes follow the crowd, on days of worship, 
in order to avoid persecution, but I walk up one side of the pagoda, and 
walk down the other. Now you say, that Iam not a disciple. What 
lack I yet?” I was now satisfied that he had made a hittle advance, 
since our last interview, which required a corresponding advance on my 
side. I rephed, therefore, Teacher, you may be a disciple of Christ in 
heart, but you are not a full disciple. You have not faith and resokution 
enough to keep all the commands of Christ, particularly that which re- 
quires you ta be baptized, though in the face of persecution and death. 
Consider the words of Jesus, just before he returned to heaven, ‘“* He 
that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved.” He received this 
communication in profound silence, and with that air, which I have 
observed to come upon him, when he takes a thing into serious con- 
sideration. Soon after, | hinted our intention of leaving Rangoon, 
since the emperor had virtually prohibited the propagation of the 
Christian religion, and no Burman. under such ¢etrcumstances, would 
dare to investigate, much less to embrace it. This intelligence evidently 
roused him, and showed us that we had more interest in his heart than 
we thought. ‘* Say not so,’” said he, ‘* there are some who will inves- 
tigate, notwithstanding; and rather than have you quit Rangoon, I will 
go myseli to the Mangen teacher and have a public dispute. I ~— : 
can silence him. I know the truth is on my side.” Ah, said I, 

may have a tongue to silence him, but he has a pair of fetters ahd an 
iron mall to tame you. Remember that. This was the substance of 
our conversation, though much more prolix ; and he left us about nine 
o’clock at night. 

This interview furnished matter for conversation till past midnight, and 
kept us awake much of the remainder of the night. Perhaps on arriving 
in Rangoon, we shall find the disciples firm, and some others seriously 
enquiring. Perhaps we shall discover some appearances of a movement 
of the divine Spirit. Perhaps the Lory Jesus has a few chosen ones, 
whom he intends to call in, under the most unprepitious and forbidding 
circumstances. Perhaps he intends to show, that it is not by might, nor 
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by power, but by his Spirit. In a word, perhaps in the last extremity, 
Ged will help us. Ought we, then, hastily to forsake the place? Ought 
we to desert those of the disciples that we cannot take with us, and 
some others, for whom perhaps Christ died, in such an interesting crisis 
of their fate? Would it be rashness to endeavour to trust in God, and 
maintain the post, though disallowed by government, and exposed to 
persecution ? But again, can we bear to see our dear disciples in prison, 
in fetters, under torture ? Can we stand by them, and encourage them 
to bear patiently the rage of their persecutors ? Are we willing to par- 
ticipate with them? Though the spirit may be sometimes almost willing, 
is not the flesh too weak ? 

Pondering on such topics as these, a little ray of hope seemed to shine 
out of the darkness of our despair. But it was rot like the soft beam 
of the moon, which kindly shines on the path of the benighted pilgrim, 
and guides him to a place of shelter. It was rather like the angry gleam 
of lightning, which, while for a moment it illumines the landscape around, 
discloses the black magazines of heaven’s artillery, and threatens death 
to the unwary gazer. 

Fes. 18th.—Arrived in Rangoon. 

Fes. 20th. Lord’s-Day.—In the evening, I called the three disciples 
together, and gave them a connected account of the affair at Ava, that 
they might have a full understanding of the dangers of their present con- 
dition, and the reasons of our intended departure from Rangoon. We 
expected, that after being destitute of all the means of grace for some 
time, and after seeing their teachers driven away from the presence of 
their monarch in disgrace, they would become cold in their affections, 
and have but little remaining zeal for a cause thus proscribed and expo- 
sed to persecution. , We thought, that if one out of the three remained 
firm, it was as much as we could reasonably hope for. But how delight- 
fully were we disappointed. They all, to a man, appeared immoveably 
the same, yea, rather advanced in zeal and energy. They vied with 
each other, in trying to explain away difficulties, and to convince us, 
that the cause was yet not quite desperate. But whither are the teach- 
ers going? was, of course, an anxious enquiry. We told them, that it 
was our intention never to desert Burmah; but that since the emperor 
had refused to tolerate our religion, we thought it necessary to leave, 
for a time, those parts of the empire which are immediately under his 
dominion; that there is a tract of country, lying between Bengal and 
Arrakan, which, though under the government of Bengal, is chiefly in- 
habited by Arrakanese, who speak a language similar to the Burman, 
the district being really a part of Arrakan, one component part of the 
present Burman empire ; that formerly a teacher from Bengal, (De 
Bruyn) lived at Chittagong, the principal town in that district, and bap- 
tized several converts, who, at his death, were left destitute of all in- 
struction to the present time ; and that, in view of these considerations, 
it was our purpose to proeeed thither, in hope of finding that toleration 
which was denied us in Rangoon. We then asked them severally what 
they would do. Moung Nau had previously told us, that he would fol- 
low us to any part of the world. He was only afraid that he should be 
a burden to us; for, not being acquainted with another language, he 
might not be able to get his living in a strange land. As for me, said 
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Moung Thahlah, I go where preaching is to be had. Moung Bya was 
silent and thoughtful. At last he said, that as no Burman woman is al- 
lowed to leave the country, he could not, on account of his wife, follow 
the teachers; but (continued he, with some pathos,) if | must be left 
here alone, I shall remain performing the duties of Jesus Christ’s relj- 
gion; no other shall I think of. This intérview with the disciples re- 
joiced our hearts, and caused us to praise God for the grace which he 
has manifested to them. 

Fes. 24th.—We have spent three or four days in enquiring about 
Chittagong, and the prospect of getting a passage directly thither, or 
by the way of Bengal. 

This evening, Moung Bya came up with his brother-in-law, Moung 
Myat-yah, who has lived in our yard several months, and formerly 
attended worship in the zayat. I have come, said Moung Bya, to pe- 
tition that you will not leave Rangoon at present. I think, replied [, 
that it is useless to remain under present circumstances. We cannot 
open the zayat; we cannot have public worship; no Burman will dare 
to examine this religion; and if none examine, none can be expected 
to embrace it. ‘ Teacher,” said he, ‘‘ my mind js distressed ; I can 
neither eat nor sleep, since [ find you are going away. I have been 
around among those who live near us, and I find some who are even 
now examining the new religion. Brother Myat-yah is one of them, 
and he unites with me in my petitions. (Here Myat-vah assented that 
it was so.) Do stay with us a few months. Do stay till there are 
eight or ten disciples. Then appoint one to be the teacher of the 
rest ; [ shall not be concerned about the event ; though you should 
leave the country, the religion will spread of itself. The emperor him- 
self cannot stop it. But if yeu go now, and take the two disciples that 
can follow, I shall be lett alone. 1 cannot baptize those who may wish 
to embrace this religion. What can I do?’ Moung Nau came in, and 
expressed himself in a similar way. He thought. that several would yet 
become disciples, in spite of all opposition, and that it was best for us 
to stay a while. We could not resirain our tears at hearing all this ; and 


we told them, that as we lived only tor the promotion of the cause ot 


Christ among the Burmans, if there was any prospect of success in 
Rangoon, we had no desire to go to another place, and would, therefore, 
re-consider the matter. 

Frs. 26th.—Moung Shwa-boo, a sedate and pleasant man, who came 
to live in our yard, just beiore we went to Ava, accompanied Moung My- 
at-yah to the usual evening worship. When we were about bre aking 
up, Moung Thahlah began conversation, by saying, ‘*‘ Teacher, your in- 
tention of going away, has filled us all with trouble. Is it good to for- 
sake us thus? Notwithstanding present difficulties and dangers, it is to 
be remembered, that this work is not yours or ours, but the work of 
God. If he give light, the religion will spread. Nothing can impede it.’ 
After conversing some time, | ‘found that Moung Louk, another inhabi- 
tant of the yard, had been listening without. Accordingly, he was in- 
-vited to take his seat with the inquirers. Moung Bya now began to be 
in earnest, his arm was elevated, and his eyes brightened. ‘* Let us 
all,’ said he, ‘* make an effort. As for me, I will pray. Only leave a 
httle church of ten, with a teacher set. over them, and I shall be fully 





ei NIM MRE Sn Srp ays, ONT ee MT Ee i fl tie 
“i had oe ape err ee a SM 1. SaaS Pam, * ; 
Me ee oo Skt ee ee Neg Chats 











[Febh, 


a Was 
Is al. 
ollow 
» left 
relj. 
5 re. 
h he 


bout 
r, or 


yung 
er] y 
pe- 
df, 
not 
lare 
‘ted 
can 
een 








SP os 7 2 Dine te 


SOs et ee: 
meer. 


RY 
¥ 
3 
a 
- 
aS 
ey 
he 
ps 
a 
¥ 
ay 
5 2 
a 
vd 
& 
“a 
‘aa 
Wy 





1821.] EXTRACTS FROM MR. JUDSON’S JOURNAL, 143 


satisfied.” Moung Nau took a very active part in the conversation. The 
three new ones said nothing, except that they were desirous of consid- 
ering the religion of Christ. None of them, however, were willing to 
admit, that as yet, he believed any thing. 

We felt that it was impossible for us all to leave these people, in these 
interesting circumstances ; and, at the same time, we felt it very impor- 
tant that Chittagong should not be neglected. Under these circumstan- 
ces, we came to the conclusion, that brother Colman should proceed 
immediately to Chittagong, collect the Arrakanese converts, and form a 
station, to which new missionaries from the Board may at first repair, 
and to which I may ultimately flee, with those of the disciples that can 
leave the country, when we find that persecution is so violent, as to sup- 
press all further inquiry, and render it useless and rash to remain; that 
1 should remain in Rangoon, until the state of things becomes thus 
desperate, and then endeavor to join brother C. in Chittagong; but 
that, if, contrary to our expectation, the Rangoon station should, after 
alapse of several months, appear to be tenable, and thatfor an indefi- 
nite time, and some work be evidently going on, brother C. after settling 
one or two missionaries in Chittagong, to keep that place, should rejoin 
me in Rangoon. 

Fes. 27th, Lord’s Day.—Had private worship in the zayat—the front 
doors closed—none present but the disciples and inquirers. 

Fes. 28th.—A visit from Moung Shwa Gnong. He had considered 
(he said) my last words, that one must believe, and be baptized, in or- 
der to be a full disciple ; it was his desire to be such; and he wanted 
to know what outward rules, in particular, he must observe, in case 
he should become a professor. 1 told him, that the disciples of Christ, 
after baptism, were associated together; that they assembled every 
Lord’s day for worship ; and that, from time to time, they received the 
sacrament of bread and wine. I then warned him of the danger of self- 
deception, and of the persecution to which disciples were exposed in 
this country, and advised him to re-consider the matter most thoroughly, 
before he made a definite request for baptism. 

After he had gone, Oo Yan (mentioned Dec. 19th) came in—was dis- 
appointed in not finding Moung Shwa Gnong, having agreed to meet him 
at the mission house. We had a long conversation on doctrinal points, 
in which he discovered:a very acute, discriminating mind. 

Marcu 2d.—Another visit from Oo Yan. Venture to indulge a little 
hope, that truth is beginning to operate on his mind. 

Mancu Sth, Lord’s Day.—Private worship, as last Lord’s day. In 
the evening, received the sacrament of bread and wine. Moung Nau 
was not present, having gone on a visit to Bau-lay, his native place. 
Had a refreshing and happy season, with the two other disciples. Two 
of the enquirers were spectators. 

Marcn 8th.—In the eyening, had a very pleasant and instructive con- 
ference with the disciples and inquirers. Moung Thah-lah appeared to 
great advantage. Took the lead in explaining truth to the new ones, 
and quoted scripture with singular facility and aptness. He has most 
evidently very correct views of the doctrines of grace. Moung Myat- 
yah appears to begin to discern the excellence of the Christian sy3- 
cm, and to have some right feelings towards the Saviour. 




















i emer = 


B= ine ee 


™y =~ 
an OL a 


Se RD SA NS a nl ct Na, leat 


OT eS «gS Oly eat ana 


2 


* F Dae Ze, wie 
~<a = 


I ER ey ee stig ty ie 


| 


144 EXTRACTS FROM MR. JUDSON’S JOURNAL. [Feb, 


Marcn 10th.—Moung Shwa Gnong and Oo-yan have been with me 
several hours; but the interview has afforded very little encouragement. 
The former said but little on his own account,—appearing chiefly degj. 
rous of convincing and persuading his friend, that he might gain (ag | 
secretly suspected) some companion of his own rank in life, before he 
embraced the new religion. The latter acted on the defensive, and 
spent all his time in raising objections. He was ready to admit, that the 
atheistic system of the Boodhists, was not tenable ; but endeavoured to 
fortify himself on a middle system, between that and the Christian, the 
very system in which Moung Shwa Gnong formerly rested, and which, 
for distinction’s sake, may be fitly termed the semi-atheistic. Its fun- 
damental doctrine is, that divine wisdom, not concentrated in any exist- 
ing spirit, or embodied in any form, but diffused throughout the uni. 
verse, and partaken in different degrees, by various intelligences, and 
in a very high degree by the Boodhs, is the true and only God. This 
poor system, which is evidently ouilty of suicide, Oo Yan made every 
possible effort to keep alive ; but I really think, that, in his own mind, 
he felt the case to be hopeless. His mode of reasoning is, however, 
soft, insinuating and acute; and so adroitly did he act his part, that 
Moung Shwa Gnong, with his strong arm, and I, with the strength of 
truth, were scarcely able to keep him down. 

Marcu 13th.—The teacher and Oo Yan, with two of their friends, 
came and spent several hours. The former staid later than the others, 
and attended evening worship. 1! asked him, whether there was any 
point in the Christian system, on which he had not obtained satisfaction. 
He replied that he was not yet satisfied as to the propriety of God’s ap- 
pointing one particular day in the week, for assembling together, in dis- 
tinction from all other days. I saw, at once, why he has always been so 
remiss in attending worship on the Lord’s day; and | therefore pro- 
ceeded to state the nature of positive commands, and their peculiar ex- 
cellence, as the best test of obedience ;—that it was evidently beneficial 
for the disciples of Christ to assemble sometimes ;—that God, in appoin- 
ting that such an assembly should be held at least one day in seven, must 
be supposed to be guided by wisdom, infinitely transcending that of 
man ;—that if the disciples of Christ are to meet once at least in seven 
days, it is evidently best to have the day of meeting designated, in or- 
der to secure their general union and concert ; .—and that the first day 
of the week had at least this claim to preference, that it is the day on 
which our Saviour rose from the dead. I descanted on these points to 
his apparent satisfaction ; but let us see whether he will come next 
Lord’s day. 

Later in the evening, had an instructive conference with Moung My- 
at-yah and Moung Shwa-boo. They both appear to have obtained some 
of that light, which, like the dawn of morning, shineth more and more 
unto perfect day. 

Marcu 15th.—Another visit from the teacher, accompanied with his 
wife and child. Again discussed the necessity of assembling on the 
Lord’s day. Found that the sacraments of baptism and the supper are, 
in his mind, liable to similar objections. Forsook, therefore, all human 
reasoning, and rested the merits of the case on the bare authority of 
Christ, ‘‘ Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.”— 
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Notwithstanding the remains of his deistical spirit, however, I obtained, 
during this visit, more satisfactory evidence of his real conversion, than 
ever before. He said, that he knew nothing of an eternally existing 
God, before he met with me ; that on hearing that doctrine, he instantly 
believed it; but that it was a long time, before he closed with Christ. 
Can you recollect the time, said I. Not precisely, he replied; but it 
was during a visit, when you discoursed concerning the Trinity, the di- 
vine worship of Jesus, and the great sufferings which he, though truly 
tod, endured for his disciples. He afterwards spoke, with much Chris- 
tian feeling, on the preciousness of the last part of the sixth chapter of 
Matthew, which he heard me read, day before yesterday, at evening 
worship. 

Marcu 19th. Lord’s Day.—Looked in vain for the teacher and his ac- 
quaintances. 

Marcu 2ist.—Moung Thah-lah introduced one of his relations, by 
name Moung Shwa-ba, as desirous of considering the Christian religions 
Spent an hour or two in conversing with him. He was afterwards pres¢ 
ent at evening worship, and staid to converse, after the rest had retired. 

Marcu 22d.—Another conversation with Moung Shwa-ba. He ap- 
pears to be under deep religious impressions. His language and his 
looks evince a uncommon solemnity of spirit, an earnest desire to be 
saved from the wrath to come. After praying with him, | left him in 
company with Moung Thah-lah. | 

Marcu 23d.—In the morning, Moung Thah-lah informed me, that he 
and his friend had sat up the greater part of the night, in the zayat, 
reading and conversing and praying. In the afternoon, Moung Shwa-ba 
came in himself. His expressions are very strong; but I have no rea- 
son to doubt his sincerity. It only seems strange to us, that a work of 
grace should be carried on so rapidly, in the soul of an ignorant heath- 
en. He presented a writing containing a statement of his faith, and an 
urgent request to be baptized next Lord’s day. : 

Marcu 24th.—Spent all the evening with Moung Shwa-ba. Feel sat- 
isfied that he has experienced a work of divine grace ; but think it ad- 
visable to defer his baptism, till Sunday after next, in order to allow hina 
full time to re-examine the religion and the foundation of his hopes. 

Marcu 26th. Lord’s Day.—-Three women present at worship—ac- 
quaintances of Moung Shwa Gnong. They have visited Mr. J. once of 
twice before. ‘he principal of them renounced Gaudama, some years 
ago, and adopted the semi-atheistic system, but without obtaining any 
real satisfaction. Two years ago, she met with a copy of the tract, 
which gave her an idea of an eternally existing God ; but she knew not 
whence the paper came. At length Moung Shwa Gnong told her, that 
he had found the true wisdom, and directed her to us. Her case ap- 
pears very hopeful. ) ) 

In the evening, after worship, had a protracted conversation with the 
disciples and inquirers, on account of brother Colman’s intended depar- 
ture to-morrow. Moung Shwa-ba appeared very well indeed. Moung 
Myat-yah said—‘‘ Set me down for a disciple. [ have fully made up iny 
mind, in regard to this religion. 1 love Jesus Christ : but I am not yes 
quite ready for baptism.’’ After we dismissed them, they went over té 
the zayat of their own accord, and held a prayer meeting. : 
And here I must close my journal. We have spent the last eveniig 
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with our very dear brother and sister Colman. They expect to embark 
to-morrow morning. Our parting is mournful: for happy, uncommonly 
happy has been our past intercourse. Nothing, but a sense of duty 
could force the present separation. We hope that it will be of short 
duration, and that we shall soon re-unite our labours in Chittagong or 
Rangoon. 

On their departure, Mrs. J. and myself will again be left to our for- 
mer ‘ loneliness of lot.’’ In this situation, we renewedly commend 


ourselves to the remembrance and prayers of the Board. 
— —p 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN WATCHMAN. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. James Colman, dated Rangoon, March 
25, 1820. 


You will learn from our public letters, that we have recently applied 
to the ruler of Burmah for permission to ‘propagate the religion of Jesus, 
in his dominions, and that he promptly refused to comply with our re- 
quest. On our return to Rangoon, considering the intolerant spirit man- 
ifested by the emperor, and consequently, the great disadvantages which 
must attend missionary efforts in this country, we determined to leave it 
without delay, hoping that the Lord would open to us another field, in 
which we might labor without restraint. But as we were on the point 
of engaging a passage to Calcutta, three or four persons commenced « 
solemn examination of religion. This pleasing and unexpected circum- 
stance, together with the earnest solicitations of the three disciples, has 
caused an alteration of our plan. Brother Judson has concluded to re- 
main a little longer in Rangoon, while | expect to proceed immediately 
to Chittagong, a town situated on the borders of the Burman empire ; 
but under the authority of the English. “Here, if practicable, a mission 
will be established, and hither brother Judson will repair, in case mis- 
sionary operations are suspended in Rangoon. I feel a pleasure in ad- 
ding, that two of the above-mentioned inquirers give satisfactory evi- 
dence of a gracious change. One has requested baptism, and will, we 
suspect, be favored with the ordinance in a few days. 

Perhaps some will begin to think, that, as there are so many difficul- 
ties attending the Burman mission, it is best to relinquish it altogether. 
But while Burmans are willing, in prospect of persecution and death, to 
examine and embrace the Gospel, let not Christians at home be discour- 
aged from sending it to them. Is it a suitable time to leave a people, 
when the Holy Spirit is operating on their minds, and creating in them 

ardent desires to know the way which leads to eternal life ? True, the 
number of our enquirers is small; but if there is only one, his soul is 
worth more than the wealth of the world; uor should it perish for want 
of Christian instruction. I freely confess that nothing would tempt me 
to leave the station in Rangoon, were it not for the advice of my senior 
in the mission, and for the purpose of preparing a place of refuge in 
case of imminent danger from the Burman government. 


The Burmans who have joined us, continue to give increasing evi- 
dence of being real Christians. Their attachment to us, and to the gos 
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el, has not, in the least, diminished by our disappointment at Ava. In- 
deed, this event has awakened their zeal. It is owing, in a great meas- 
ure, to their exertions and entreaties, that the mission is continued in 
Rangoon. They are not insensible of the danger to which their conduct 
exposes them ; but they act like men who are convinced of the recti- 
tude of their proceedings, and of the important truth, that it is better to 
suffer for Christ in this world, than to endure the pains of hell in the 
world to come. We cannot, indeed, determine how they would conduct 
in the fire of persecution ; but from their present deportment, there is 
reason to hope that they have a claim to the divine promises, and would 
in the day of trial, experience their supporting influence.—Commend- 
ing these sheep, literally placed among wolves, and the Burman mission, 
to your prayers, [ remain yours, in gospel bonds, &c. 


SSey Ses say 


Bible Societies. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY, 


Tue sixteenth anniversary of the British and Foreign Bible Society 
was held May 3d, at Freemason’s Hall, London. Lord Teignmouth, the 
President, on opening the meeting, presented letters from the archbishop 
of Tuam, the bishop of Cloyne, the bishop of Norwich, the bishop of 
Durham, and from the right honorable Mr. Vansittart. 

An abstract of the Report was then read by the Rev. John Owen, as- 
sisted by the Rev. Daniel Wilson; from which it appeared that, in 
France, their exertions had answered their most sanguine expectations. 
The duke d’Angouleme had expressed himself most friendly towards the 
society and their objects, and the duke de Cazes had subscribed 1000 
livres in support of their funds.—In the U. States and their dependen- 
cies, Christians of every denomination, and even Jews, exhibit the most 
earnest desire to possess the Scriptures, and to support the societies by 
which they are distributed.—F rom Switzerland, Hanover, Saxony, Wir- 
temberg, Prussia, Denmark, Russia, Sweden, and Norway, the intelli- 
gence was of the most gratifying kind. Similar accounts had been re- 
ceived from the Ionian islands, and from Athens, where Bible Societies 
have been established.—The Eighth Report of the Calcutta Bible Soci- 
ety, and that from Madras and its dependencies, furnished abundant 
proof of its advantages.—In China, though the jealous power of the 
government still operates to prevent the admission of the holy Scrip- 
tures; yet well founded hopes are entertained, that the exertions which 
are making will eventually succeed in diffusing the light of the gospel 
over that vast empire. Under the direction of Dr. Morrison, the whole 
Bible has now been translated into the Chinese language, and the one 
thousand pounds voted by the society for that object had been duly ap- 
propriated.—The New South Wales Bible Society had been zealously 
supported by the civil, military, and ecclesiastical authorities in the col- 
ony, and its establishment promised the most beneficial resulis.—The 
whole gospel of Luke had been translated into the Otaheitan language, 
and three thousand copies had been printed and nearly distributed.—In 
Africa and America, the kingdom of Hayti, and the Western Archipelago, 
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that holy cause in which the Society is engaged. 

The issues of Bibles and Testaments within the year, have been 115,. 
775 Bibles, 141,108 Testaments ; making a total, issue . by the Society, 
in somewhat less than fifteen years, of more than fwo millions fix ’€ hun- 
dred and fifty thousand Bibles and Testaments, 


The Cash account appears to stand as follows : aa 
Total net receipts, - - . - 92,033 6 7 
Which included d, d. 





$. 
Contributions from auxiliary societies, 51,129 6 3 
Receipts for Bibles and Testaments, Re- 
ports, and Monthly Extracts, - 30,004 8 5 
Total net payments, - - : - 123,847 12 3 

In an address delivered by Mr. Ward, of Serampore, on the occasion, 
he remarks:—‘ Some females there, actuated by superstition, submit to 
be burned alive on the funeral piles of their husbands. It has, indeed, 
been said, and | wish we had proofs that it had been said truly, that this 
eustom is on the decline in India; I fear it is on the merease. In the 
year 1815 the number of females burned or buried alive, under the 
Bengal presidency, amounted to between four and five hundred; in 1816 
to between six and seven hundred; and, 1817, seven hundred and six 
females suffered in this manner in that presidency. Now, my lord, with 
these facts before us, need we any farther proofs of the want of Chris- 
tianity in, India ?”’ 

R. Grant, Esqg.—‘* You have gained conquests unknown to former 
eonquerors; but what have been your arms ? They have been new in- 
deed. You recollect when one of the ancient warriors sent his sword to 
one who returned it as not being invincible. ‘I sent you my sword,’ 
said the warrior, ‘ but not the arm which _ led it:’ but I mention this, 
because it really suggests a noble contrast: it ts not the arm, but oe 
sword with you; it is not the vigour of your ‘deal but the excellence 
ef your metal.’ 

—— CD 


From the ** American Baptist Mogozine.” 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
REVIVAL IN BEVERLY, 
Beverzy, Oct. 10, 1820. 
Deax Six, 

AgGnreaBLy to your request, I transmit some acount of the late revival 
in this town, in the hope that it may contribute something to the com: 
fort and encouragement of those who love our Lord. 

Put before | proceed to the sketch proposed, permit me to observe, 
that im the, year 1810, while the Rey. Elisha Williams was pastor of the 
Baptist church, a powerful awakening occurred, principally among the 
XOUNE people. [ts continwance was short; yet a considerable number 
were hopefully converted, and added,to this church. 

There. was. also a number added to the Rev. Mr. Abbot’s church, 
ged a few to the Rev. Mr. Emergeon’s. In 1816, iminediately after the 









there was unquestionable evidence of the great and growing success of 
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ordination of the present pastor of the Baptist church, a more than usual 
attention and solemnity were apparent in our congregation. We an- 
ticipated a display of divine power; nor were we wholly disappointed. 

For although a sudden and powerful work did not take place, the “ still 
small voice”? was heard, and the truth made its way into a number of 
hearts. At this time the church had not enjoyed the precious ordinance 
of baptism for about six years. But we were soon indulged this privi- 
lege ; and in the course of the year, about twenty, who gave good evi- 
dence of a real change of heart, ‘were, agreeably to the example of our 
Lord, and apostolical practice, ‘* buried with Christ by baptism,” and 
then added to the church. The s same gentle influence continued to op- 
erate on the minds of the people during the next year, and a number 
more were added. Through the whole of this time, there were no ap- 
parent awakenings in either of the other congregations. 

The year 1819, and until the first of last March, was a time of gene- 
ral Janguor among professors of religion throughout the town. But, 
praised be our God, about the beginning of March, the ‘‘ sound of a 
going’’ was heard, and we were called upon to * bestir’’? ourselves.— 
It is proper here to remark, that at the meeting of the Association with 
us the last year, many in prayer appeared to feel desirous that a revival 
might soon succeed in this town. It was frequently mentioned after- 
wards, and we can now say we believe, that the blessing we have re- 
ceived, was in answer to those prayers. 

The first instance of hopeful conversion, was a young girl in a school, 
whose master, though a stranger in town, appeared to be much enga- 
ged for a revival of ‘religion and the salvation of his young pupils.— 
Soon after this another of the school was brought under serious impres- 
sions ; and endeavoured to rest upon the prayers of her pious parents. 
But the work was too deep in her heart. Her pastor was twice sent 
for, to converse and pray with her, while in distress of mind: but be- 
ing absent at the time, it was not his privilege to see her, till she was 
brought to rejoice in the Divine Saviour with a joy that seemed almost 
easageleee This instance produced considerable excitement, particu- 

larly in her neighbourhood, where the work began and principally pre- 

vailed. Indications were now apparent, that the Lord designed an ex- 
tensive work. Meetings were multiplied, and every week new cases of 
conviction and conversion were detailed. From the neighbourhood be- 
fore named, the work progressed towards the lower part of the town; 
till but a few houses for a space of two miles, were left without one or 
more instances of awakening or conversion. In two of these neigh- 
bourhoods, it was surprising to see the number of people that would 
attend evening after evening, to hear the word of God. And upon call- 
ing at their houses, at any hour of the day, if they had work in hand, 
they cheerfully ceased from it, to listen to religious conversation and 
prayer. In some instances there were excitements probably occasioned 
by particular addresses, and which proved but transient ; but in gene- 
ral, the work proceeded like the building of Solomon’s ‘temple. One 
instance occurred, of a respectable man who had been opposed to the 
work, but who at length was brought to feel his ruined condition. After 
his mind had been some time impressed, and after various efforts to re~ 
trace his steps had failed, on a Monday morning about three o’clock he 
‘vas aroused from sleep by the distress of his soul. He felt that Goa 
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had given him over to a reprobate mind, and that he must shortly sink 
in everlasting wo. But he thought, ere he should sink, he would inform, 
his wife. He awoke her and said, ‘‘ I am given over to a reprobate 
mind, and soon must sink in hell.”? And upon taking some water he had 
requested, he observed, ‘‘ there will be no more water to cool my 
parched tongue.”” They both arose, and she went to call a brother jn 
the house, and also a friend near by. While she was gone, his heart 
rose in such opposition to the Lord Jesus, that he said he ‘ thought he 
could freely have pressed the thorns upon his temples, and have plunged 
the spear into his side.’’ But instantly the thought struck his mind, 
that ‘‘ it was Jesus only who could save him, and therefore he would 
once more try to pray to him.’’ He went into an adjoining room, 
but not a word could he utter. After kneeling a short time, he arose, 
and as he arose, the words, ‘“‘ Lord, I believe, help thou my unbelief,” 
were brought to his recollection and applied to his heart. — Light 
and peace then broke into his mind ; he embraced that Jesus whom he 
had before rejected, and called upon his wife and friends to kneel and 
praise God with him. 

The work appeared to be at its height about the first of May. It had 
spread in some measure into all parts of the town, except the north, 
and prevailed in all the different societies, except one. It did not main. 
tain its elevation long, but soon declined ; yet there have been scatter- 
ing instances nearly to this time. Not long since, there was an instance 
of a poor man, who never read a word, though nearly sixty years old, 
and who was as wicked as he was ignorant. He lived ina part of the 
town where the work had greatly prevailed ; and jor a few weeks, fet 
some impressions of mind; though not sufficient to induce much of his 
attention. One day, however, as he was at work in his field, he sud- 
Rast denly fell to the ground under an awful sense of his guilty and ruined 
cae i'd condition. He left his work and went to a grass plat, where, during the 

ea) day, his distress was so great, that he pulled up the grass around him 
for anguish. In about thirty-six hours afterwards his mind was set at 
liberty, and he has continued to rejoice in Christ to this time. 

- © This work, embracing the Rev. Mr. Abbot’s, Mr. Oliphant’s, and the 
Baptist Congregations, has included persons of all ages, but principally 
those who are from twenty to thirty-five years old. About one hundred 
have already made a profession of religion in the three churchesg and 
it is charitably hoped that not less than fifty more have been the sub- 
jects of grace in this revival. Since April, I have had the privilege o! 
baptizing every month, except one, and expect several more to come 
forward shortly. The work is the Lord’s ; to him be all the glory. 

N. W. WILLIAMS, 
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From the Same. 


ON DISCIPLINE. 


“* Moreover, if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him 
his fault between thee and him alone; if he shall hear thee, thou hast gaan- 
ed thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or (wo 
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be estab: 
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lished. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: 


but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen 
man and a publican. Matt. xviii. 15—17. 


Tue essential rules laid down in this passage by our divine Saviour, 
are so plain, that no explanation seems necessary; but there are some 
things growing out of them, or closely connected with them, that ought 
to be noticed. 

First. This gradual labor is by no means to be commenced or pros- 
ecuted with a view merely to get the matter into the church, or to pun- 
ish the offender, or to gratify a hard unchristian temper towards him; 
but to reclaim the transgressor, and to render him still useful, ought 
through the whole to be the great motive to action. , 

Secondly. While dealing with our brother according to these rules, 
the difficulty ought not to be communicated to others, for in so doing we 
injure our brother, unnecessarily burden those to whom we mention it, 
frustrate the end for which the rule was given, (that is, to prevent the 
evil from spreading,) and are guilty of disobedience to a special com- 
mand of Christ. ‘* Tell him his fault,’’ said the Saviour, ‘‘ between thee 
and him alone.”’ Incalculable evil sometimes arises to the church from 
such a sinful manner of treating a brother. It partakes of the nature of 
speaking evil one of another, which is directly prohibited by the scrip- 
tures.* : 

Thirdly, A difficulty existing between two individuals, is not to be 
admitted to a hearing in the church till previous duty, according to these 
directions of our Lord, is faithfully attended to. Otherwise a labor 
may be brought on the church, which might have been avoided, had 
faithfulness been used in its proper place. And when we proceed con- 
trary to a divine command, we can hardly hope for success. 

* % * * * * * * 

Fiithly. A member for a private offence ought not to leave the com- 
munion on account of the offender, till he pursue the matter through, 
and the accused finally prove incorrigible upon a hearing before the 
church; for, - 

1. By such conduct he presumes to take the Staff of discipline into 
his own hand ; for while his brother is in good standing in the church, 
he condemns him as unworthy of fellowship. And indeed he suspends, 
at least, his fellowship with the whole church; for he refuses to com- 
mune with them in the Lord’s supper, and for no other reason, than be- 
cause they are about to partake with one, whom he has already cen- 
sured as unfit for the sacred ordinance. This is truly an arbitrary way 
of proceeding, and bears a little resemblance of the cruel edict, that 
destroyed all the children of a certain age in the vicinity of Bethlehem 
in order to effect the destruction of one, that was esteemed very offen- 
sive. The whole church is sometimes neglected, to gratify our feel- 
ings towards one, whom we esteem an offensive brother. 

2. Such an one passes censure upon his brother before he knows 
whether he will persist in the wrong or not ; and sometimes before he 
knows him to be guilty, or has ever spoken to him on the subject.— 
But, says the offended brother, I have been credibly informed so—and 
I believe it. But still it is necesary, that ‘* he, who is accused, should 
have his accusers face to face,’? and not be condemned without a hear- 
ing. - * James iv. 2. 
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3. Such conduct is very opposite to the precepts and example of our 
blessed Saviour. In the passage under consideration Christ enjoins jy, 
the first place private labor, and then with one or two more, and thirdly 
in the church; and finally, if the delinquent will not be reclaimed, he 
is to be éscladed: This is the course our Lord commands ; but the 
one, who withdraws from the communion before these several duties 
are attended to, not only censures his brother without a hearing, but at 
the first stroke severs him from fellowship, and treats him “as a heathen 
man and a publican.” 

When our Lord instituted the holy supper, and partook of it with his 
disciples, among them was Judas Iscariot. Now the blessed Jesus 
knew, that Judas had it in his heart to betray him, and had actually sold 
him to the chief priests; yet as it was not particularly known to the 
church, and as it was not a time to deal with the traitor, he was not. 
withstanding admitted to the communion table. Our Lord indeed ap. 
prized the brethren, that one of them should betray him without na- 
ming who, and had already liited up his heel against him; yet no one 
left the table on that account, although they knew that in eating of the 
supper, they should partake with one, who had already conspired against 
their dearest Lord and Saviour. 

We regret that, when coming around the Lord’s table anticipating de- 
light and satisfaction, the pastor and his brethren should be suddenly 
damped in their spirits by the unexpected withdrawing of some individ- 
ual member; the cause being wholly unknown till afterwards. It 1s 
much to be desired, that ministers and churches may be agreed in 
checking the progress of a practice, so opposed to the spirit and rules 
of the gospel, and so hurtful in its effects to the peace and order of a 
church. 

Sixthly. Sometimes a member is kept back from the Lord’s supper 
on suspicion, or because, if he come forward, some others will be offen- 
ded, and perhaps withdraw. But every person ought to be considered 
innocent till proved guilty, and not to be ‘‘ beaten uncondemned, being”’ 
(not a Roman, but) a christian. Therefore, according to the rules of 
the gospel it cannot be consistent, at any time, or on any occasion, to 
debar a member from the communion table, until upon satisfactory evi- 

dence he is censured by the church as unworthy of the sacred privilege. 

Finally, the importance of attending to discipline is plain from this 
and other passages of scripture. One great end of the existence of a 
church is, that the individuals who compose it should watch over and 
reprove one another, and stimulate each other to that which is good; 
and that the body should exercise proper care and authority over its 
members. And it is difficult to conceive what advantage can arise from 
being called a church, where discipline is wholly neglected. Faithtul- 
ness in the bodv and the members is necessary; yet moderation and 
tenderness ought to mark every movement. An unchristian temper 
should be detested as the root of unspeakable mischief. Reproof is 
sometimes neglected till disaffection prompts to it, and then every step 
increases the difficulty. Love should be the oreat spring of action; the 
glory of God, the good of the church, and of the offender, the motive ; 
and the discipline “of the first churches as stated in the scriptures, the 
invariable rule.—Unfaithfulness on one hand, rashress on the other, and 
departure frorh divine rule, are great sources of difficulties in churches: 




































Be ae ame age. ‘ 


RS 


- 


Sir gi ns 


cet ReERe a 


ra 5, 
» 


bs Wei e Se ie os 
i aes ht ag = 
Ba feet PR ESR 
















Fel; 


Our 
Ss In 
rd] 

| 2 
the 
teg 
t at 
hen, 


PT ee eS DSA EE Ie Oe 
FINS 5 SO ee ee ce tee Ni ree oA ne 


his 
Us 
Id 
he 
OT 
p- 
9 
10 


py Se No aera ee 
ee Ae BOUL) Late ER 


3° Raye 
oe Le 


—- = = & 


tee ee Bs . i =r 
shyt wet: FA eae WSR PO egET eee Fs i 
SEAS dw iceigh s. ) PAS eto tiger ee ES ar pa tee Le 
Fe Sy ahah 2 tees: RS i i 


‘ 
RCL et ee 

ets ety hows ig eer: 
tha hata ai 





153 





182).] DUTY OF MAKING A CHRISTIAN PROFESSION CONSIDERED. 


While the churches proceed in the work of discipline with that spirit 
of meekness dictated in the Word, they ought to act at the same time 
with firmness ; and not be moved by the flatteries of some, or the oppo- 
sition of others. 

If possible, every difficulty should be settled without being brought to 
the church. Every failing is not to be made a matter of discipline.— 
Private admonition is sometimes suflicient. Ner is a formal confession 
in every case to be required. ‘To make a serious crime of every 
less deviation in word or deed, would keep the members of a church, 
and the body in continual agitation. But to avoid this last mentioned 
evil we must not let things pass, which ought to be noticed, nor suffer 
sin upon our brother. In some instances it will be a sufficient reproof, 
if we are present to manifest by our countenances, that we do not ap- 
prove of what is said or done. In fine, to live soberly, righteously and 
godly, in word and deed, will have a happy tendency to check the irs 
regularities of those, who are apt to err; and our presence will sug- 
gest a reproof to such as have already been out of the way. 


<8 ¢ Gee 
From the Same. 


DUTY OF MAKING A CHRISTIAN PROFESSION CONSIDERED: 
Dear Sir, 

In a former communication, I discanted upon your first remark. It 
gave me pleasure that you perused it with that enlightened liberality 
and candour for which you have always distinguished yourself. In the 
present I shall examine your second, namely; ‘‘ 4 man inay be a believer, 
and yet not join a christian church.” ~ 

There is a sense in which this position may be true. It was true in 
application to the malefactor, who, in his last moments; petitioned and 
obtained pardon from the hand of the blessed Redeemer. It is true when 
applied to those individuals who are the subjects of a sound evangelical 
death-bed repentance. But I would ask you, Sir, does it not amount to 
a moral certanty that if the malefactor had lived, he would have beem 
with the first who united with the infant church ? You may possibly ob- 
ject, things were difierent at the commencement of chrsitianity; religion 
seems to have infused a greater influence into the heart then, than now. 
There were greater numbets perpetually flocking in, and individuals felt 
themselves borne as by a torrent to unite with the church. I must re- 
mind you, Sir, that to join a christian church is not morally binding up- 
on a man either beeause he has more religion than another, or, because 
there are a multitude at the time, thus obeying Jesus Christ ; but be- 
cause God has seen fit to appoint that churches should be instituted, and 
that penitent believers should be the materials of which they should be 
composed. If I make a public profession because, at the time, I feel 
what I fancy to be a large proportion of heart religion, I make the de- 
gree of religion I seem to possess the rule of my obedience. If I do it 
because a multitude are doing the same, I make their example the rule 
of my obligation. In either case I may be a believer: I may do that 
which is right in itself ; but what I do is not out of obedience 4 Christ, 
nor any proof of respect for his authority—I may expect to suffer: I 
need not wonder if I be a plant dwarfish and without pleasant fruit, evem 
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the garden of God. It is a point of eternal obligation that God should 
be obeyed, and if no one had joined a church for thirty years, supposing 
there be one in existence, and I be a fit subject, I am een to do it, 
and it is my sin if I do not. . You may reply, where religion is at a low 
ebb, a man may doubt its existence, and then the obligation 1s as uncer- 
tain as the evidence. ‘his is granted; but you remember your remark 
supposes a man to be a believer, and therefore the objection is without 
force. Yet let us suppose personal religion and consequently the obli- 
gation doubtful ; ought a man to be at peace in such a state? Suppose a 
report from a most respectable source reached you, that you were go- 
ing to be tried upon a charge of a capital offence: If found guilty, you 
are to be executed: If acquitted, you are to be advanced to great hon- 
our ; could you trifle in prospect of such an alternative ? I appeal, dear 
Sir, to your superior understanding, and leave the decision with your 
heart and your conscience. You will not deny that we have divine au- 
thority for the institution of churches. The conclusion is inevitable ; 
namely, that it Is morally binding upon those who are proper subjects 
to join them, and their sin rf they do net. 

Man is a social being. His interest, safety, and happiness, are bound 
up in society. How could a family, a town, a state, a nation exist with- 
out some principle of compact expressed, or understood ? You are sen- 
sible of the necessity of associations in order to carry into effect seri- 
ous undertakings. Break down the most effective societies into trag- 
ments, and you destroy their power. Has it aever occurred to you, my 
dear Sir, that your position ts a dangerous one 2? He who has comman- 
ded us to believe, has also enjoined obedience. As God himself has in- 
stituted churches, for us to profess to believe and not join them, is to 
separate belief and obedience—to confess the awful authority of God, 
and then-to set it at nought. You certainly do not mean so much as this. 

and yet such is the tendency of your remark. 

How can you defend Christianity, and yet set yourself against the grand 
means of supporting it? Let but every believer be of your opinion, and 
practise upon your sentiment, and it will sweep away all our churches. 
And yet, if it be right for one to argue as you do, it is right for all.— 
Suppose such a sentiment should prevail, what will become of the in- 
stitutions of religion ? Who is to call forth and ordain ministers ? How 
are the means of grace to be supported ? How are missionary underta- 
kings to be carried on? If ever such a sentiment should universally 
prevail, half a century would annihilate christianity. You wilt allow 
me to remind you that upon every true principle ot morals, who ever 
adopts a sentiment, which, if carried into effect, would produce such 
havoc, is as guilty in the sight of God as if such effects were really 
produced. 

Requesting you to read and reflect upon the 87th Psalm, and espe- 
cially the second verse, I remain yours, respectiully, G. K. 


——t GD 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCIE OF ELDER STEPHEN PARSONS 


We have been a long time waiting, for suitable materials, to pre- 
sent our readers with a complete biographic: | account of that eminent 
and useful man of Gop, Elder Srernen Parsons; but have hith- 
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1821.] ELDER PARSON'S FAREWELL ADDRESS. 153 
erto been disappointed. We must, therefore, for the present, content 
ourselves with giving to the public, the following impertect sketch. 
And if at any future time, we can obtain sufficient information, we 
shall, with pleasure, communicate it to our readers. [Epirors. 


Exper STEPHEN PARSONS, was born September 5th, 1748. Was 
ordained to the work of the Gospel ministry, January 31, 1738. After 
long and laborious exertions for the up-building of the glorious cause 
of the Redeeiner in the world, he was summoned to attend his blessed 
Lord in his glorious palace above ;—accordingly took his departure, 
January Gth, 1820, in the 71st year of his age.—The circumstances of 
his death were as foiiows:—-He had preached from home the Lord’s 
day before, and on his arrival at Denmark, (the piace of his residence ) 
his daughter proposed to send a boy to put up his herse ; but he ob- 
jected, and went himself. It appears that he entered the barn, and 
having climbed upon the beams, fell from thence, and was taken up in 
such a situation, as not to be able to give any account of this melancholy 
event, being deprived both of speech and reason. He languished until 
Thursday, and then entered into his rest. 

Thus has fallen, or rather risen, one of the mighty in Israel. The 
old men weep, the young men lament, and Zion is covered with sack- 
cloth, while they contemplate this mysterious dispensation of divine 
Providence. But it is with pleasure we reflect, that while we mourn 
here in dust, he is increasing the radiancy of the Redeemer’s crown, 
by being added as one more gem of the first magnitude. 

In connexion with the above, we have thought fit to present to the 
public, the following last admonitory Address of the deceased to his 
Children, as being congenial to the feelings of many parents. 


FAREWELL ADDRESS, 


Dean Critprex—For whom [| haye labored with my hands, to pro- 
vide for your comfortable subsistence, when you were in your helpless 
infancy and giddy childhood ; and whom I have endeavored to instruct 
in the rules of morality, and doctrines of religion; and for whose 
eternal weltare I have frequently poured out my soul in prayer, to 
God ;—although | have great reason to acknowledge, that I have come 
far short of my duty in the general course of my life, and humbly im- 
plore pardoning mercy for all my sinful defects. Being apprehensive 
that I shall shortly be called to part.with you, and not knowing how 
soon, | deemed it my duty to address you in the following manner, which 
I wish each of you to receive, ‘as the last admonition, iastruction and 
advice of a parent, who feels, in some measure, impressed with a sense 
of the infinite worth of your souls. Some of you are heads of families, 
and have souls under your care, which you are under obligation to 
watch for, as those who must give account to the Judge of quick and 
dead. And others of you, (in my numerous family) in a state of youth 
and childhood, which the wise man informs us is vanity. Yet you are 
all making rapid progress towards the eternal world. I wish each of 
you to consider seriously, what you were sent into the world for, and 
that you are possessed of souls immortal, which must have an exist- 
ence to the unwasting ages of eternity; Your life in this world is very 
















































































156 ELDER PARSON’S FAREWELL ADDRESS. [Feb, 
short and momentary, compared to a vapor or shooting star, which soon 
vanisheth away: Yet as short and uncertain as it is, your eternal well. 
being is dependent on its well improvement. You are forming charac- 
ters not only for life, but for an unbounded state of existence beyond 
the grave. Your happiness in the present state, and every prospect of 
future good, is instrumentally depending on your embracing, and practi. 
sing agreeably to the rules of moral virtue, or the religion which the 
Bible contains. You are all by nature under the power of sin, and 
prone to indulge sensual appetites, lusts, and passions ; which, 1 
finally indulged, will ruin soul and body. ‘Therefore, you -need to be 
aware of your danger, and the need of renewing grace, in order to gho- 
rify God and obtain true happiness. 

Dear Children—Let me put you in mind of some things, which you 
have need to exert yourselves to get the victory over, if ever you 
would wish for usefulness in the world, or for peace and comfort at the 
close of life. 

Beware of indulging anger and revenge.—Anger resteth in the bosom 
of fools. He that hath no rule over his own spirit, is hke a city which 
is broken down and without walls. This will render you mean aad de- 
spicable in the view of every discerning person, and an object of scorn 
and contempt. ® 

Beware of falsehood and deceit.—These may possibly procure some 
temporary advantages, to those who indulge them: but still the proverb 
remains true—‘‘ honesty is the best policy.’’ Remember the saving of 
the wise man,—‘* Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished, but he 
that gathereth by labor shall increase.’ 

Rowdre of fleshly lusts, which war against the soul: Such as unclean- 
ness, intemperance and debauchery. Kemember, that such as live aiter 
the flesh shall die. A wound and dishonor shall those get who pursue 
them, and their reproach shall not be soon wiped away. 

Beware of pride and vanity.—Pride goeth before destruction, and an 
haughty spirit before a fall. Those who exalt themselves shall be aba- 
sed. Pride brings contentions and a train of evils. 

Beware of covetousness and worldly-mindedness.—T hese will effec- 
tually prevent your becoming a disciple of Christ; tor no servant can 
serve two masters. If any man love the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him. 

Keware of evil speaking, profane swearing, tattling, railing and back- 
biting.—All which are pernicious to the souls ot those who indulge 
themselves therein, and often prove a source of animosity and conten- 
tion in families and neighbourhoods. On the other hand, strive to ex- 
ercise those virtues which render those who practise them, amiable in 
the sight of their fellow men; and obtain respect from those who are the 
most pradent and discerning, and whose friendship is worthy of obtain- 
ing: but especially such as are pleasing to that Being, whose favor 1s 


hife, and whose loving kindness is better than life.—Search the Holy 


Scriptures, with humble prayer, to the Father of lights, that he would 
open your understandings to discern those important truths contained 
therein. Study to realize your absolute dependance on the great Au- 
thor of your existence, for all the good you need, both for the present 
and the future world.—-Remember, the+ God is the fountain of all hap- 
piness apd perfection, and that your happiness consists in a reconcilation’ 
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to, and communion with, him; without which, we are, and must be mis- 
erable: hat the highest point of wisdom is to be wise unto salvation ; 
and the greatest and most durable riches, are to be rich in faith and 
heirs of the kingdom of heaven ;—That you all, with your parents, 
must meet before the judgment-seat of Christ, when this world, and the 
works which are therein, shall be burnt up. 

May each of us so number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom.—Be kind to your parent, who may survive me for a short 
time, and conduct towards her as you would wish to be treated by your 
children, should you live to advanced age. And may each of vou, be 
prepared to follow me, whenever the summon comes, which is the fer- 
vent prayer of your affectionate father, whose dying counsel is now be- 


fore you. STEPHEN PARSONS. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Hosea Holcombe to the Agent of the 
Board. 


I cannot do justice to my feelings in closing this letter, without sta- 
ting a few particulars respecting an Indian youth of the Creek tribe, who 
is among us, and going to school at this time: he is turned of 16, and 
speaks good English. At about 12 years of age he had a dream, which, 
in a few words, was as follows—He saw a man holding in his hands a 
large book, (not less than a foot square,) telling him that he had to learn 
what it contained: he replied, he knew not how to learn, or what was 
meant by learning—his instructor told him that he must leave his 2a- 
tion, and go amongst the white people, and there he would find out, that 
the book contained instruction necessary to his happiness, and that he 
could learn it in fifty months, he replied, he did not understand what 
fifty months were—it was answered, fifty moons. In a short time after 
he ran away from his people, in search of the whites: but was pursued 
and taken back. Since that he has come into this state, (Alabama,) anx-~ 
ious to know what is contained in the book. He has only been at schoo! 
about two months, and has made considerable proficiency. Ne is the 
most anxious creature to learn that | ever saw. He rises earty, and by 
the time he can see his letters, he is out by himself trying to learn.—- 
He says he wants all his people to understand what is contained in that 
book, and appears to be much distressed on account of the deplorable 
state of ignorance his nation is in, I asked him if he believed there was 
a God—he said, Yes: I asked him if he thought that God ought to be 
worshipped and adored—he replied, Yes: I then asked him, if he pray- 
ed to God—he said, No; but he had thought for some time that he 
ought. I then enqured of him if he believed that he should live in an- 
other world—he said, No, he should die; but his spirit would live. He 
further stated that he believed there was a place of happiness, and of 
misery, which would contain all the whole human family. He delights 
to be in company with Christian people; and appears all attention, 
keeping profound silence, without some one should ask him a question. 
He appears to pay great attention to the word preached, seldom or never 
taking his eyes off the preacher while speaking. TI could say much more 
concerning him, but this must suffice at present. {Lum. 
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TRANSMIGRATION. 

The lamentation of a Siamese female over her husband, of whose deat), 
she had, unsuspectingly, been the occasion: extracted from a Siamese 
Mythological story, translated by Mrs. Jupson. It furnishes a speci. 
men of the manner in which the inhabitants of that country mourn over 
their dead, and exhibits the moral wretchedness of a people, where life 
and immortality are not brought to life. | Luminary. 


O my lord! your wife will die with grief, and follow after to be a 
companion of him who was her companion in the woods. If my lord 
has gone to enjoy the Nats country, grant that his wife may become the 
palace in which he resides, to be a refuge to her lord. If my lord has 
become an elephant, that his wife may be close to his side, grant that 
she may become a grove, to afford a shelter, and make the mind of my 
Jord cool. Lf my iord has become a bird, that your beloved wife may 
be close to your breast, grant that she may become trees, bearing a va- 
riety of fruits and flowers, to afford pleasures to the mind of my lord, 
Or, if-my lord has become a fish, grant that your wife may become a 
river of water, to be a refuge, and make the mind of my lord joytul.— 
My lord will excuse me,—but, if my lord has become an inferior ani- 
mal, either a lizard, a monkey, or a tiger, grant that your wife may be- 
come a thick jungle of woods, to be a hiding place for my lord, If my 
lord has become a henthah,* may your wife become a pond of water, 
into which my lord will descend and play, that she may become a place 
of enjoyment to my lord. QO, my lord, thou art like the shade of the 
banyan ; thou felt no resentment towards the wife thou lovedst. Oh, 
Jctd Chattan, your beloved wife will continue to chant your virtues, for 
no one can compare with my noble husband. In whatever place thou 
art, she will call and seek after thee. In whatever form my lord may 
exist, your wife will follow after, and become an attendant at the feet of 
my lord, to watch over and take care of him late and early. Your wife 
vill take flowers and fragrant tapers to offer to my lord, and ask the for- 
givenee~ of her faults. The wife of my my lord has cried, till tears of 
blood gush out. Bear with, and deliver your wile. 


Se ee eee 





AMUSCELLANEOUS, 


Extract from Fuller's Life. 

‘© Mr. R. Furtcer, deacon of the church at Isleham, who sent these 
extracts from the records of the church at Soham, mentioned a brief 
anecdote of what once occurred at a conference meeting there. A 
friend, of slender abilities, being asked to pray, knelt down, and Mr. 
Fuller and the other friends with him ; when he found himself so em- 
barrassed, that whispering to Mr. Fuller, he said, ‘‘ I do not know how 
to goon.”’ Mr. Fuller replied, in a whisper, ‘‘ Tell the Lord so.’’— 
The man, taking Mr. Fuller’s advice, began to confess his not knowing 
how to pray as he ought, begging to be taught to pray ; and so proceed- 
ed, without any one having heard what passed between them.” 


* A species of fish. 
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Oxp age is honourable, and grey heirs are reverent : but virtue will * 


add honour to the bloom of youth ; and without it, age adds more wrin- 
kles to the soul than to the forehead. 


The Book of Providence is best understood, when read backwards. 
Horne. 


Ce ee 


Durine the prevalence of the late epidemic disorder at Madras, the 
idolatrous ceremonies of the Hindoos, intended to propitiate the deity 
presiding over this species of disease, were universal and unceasing.— 
The most preposterous impositions were practised on the deluded mul- 
titudes. An idol, Yagatha Ummah, which had been locked up by pub- 
lic authority for the last forty years, on account of some serious dissen- 
tions which occurred at the celebration of one of the festivals, between 
the right and left hand castes, was, by mutual consent of the contending 
parties, liberated, on due public securities; and, being sumptuously 
adorned, was led forth in tumultuous procession throughout the settle- 
ment. Pretended incarnations of@the offended deity were exhibited, 
and paraded abread in the same manner. The blood of sacrifices flowed 
every where, without intermission; and the ear was stunned with the 
continual clang of loud instruments and cries, mingling with horrid 
dissonance, but forming the only species of supplication to Heaven, 
which the infatuated people could offer. Church M. S. 


Mr. Warp remarks, of the Hindoo religion, that the doctrines of the 
Vedu are acknowledged all over India; the religion of Boodh, a Hindoo 
incarnation, prevails throughout the Burman empire, Siam, Ceylon, &c. 
Lamaiasm, spread throughout Tartary, may also be traced to a Hindoo 
origin; and if, as is conjectured, the Fo of the Chinese be the Boodh ot 
India, then ‘* far more than half the population of the world remain 
under the influence of the superstition taught in the Vedu.”’ [Lum. 


EE (Pare 


The following curious attestation of the emperor Julian, to the mira- 
cles of Christ, is preserved in the works of Cyril. (lib. vi.) 

‘‘ Jesus, having persuaded a few of the vilest of your rabble, has had 
no fame beyond three hundred years; nor did he perform, during his 
lite, any work worth hearing, unless a man fancies the HEALING OF MAIM- 
ED AND BLIND MEN, and the exorcising of demons, in the villages of 
Bethsaida and Bethany, to be migHTY PERFORMANCES.” 


Ee 


_ “Te manner in which faith justifies, may be illustrated by consider- 
ing in what sense a bank note pays a Sevetal made. on any person. The 
intrinsic value of the paper is not perbaps one farthing ; but it refers the 
creditor toa company who are engaged and competent to answer the de- 
mand, and therefore it is accounted to the debtor as so much paid in sil- 
ver or gold. Thus faith refers God the Father to Christ, who is able 
and willing to answer for every believer, and, therefore, it is imputed 
‘o us for righteousness.” Scott. 
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SWIFTNESS OF TIME...e-NEW-YEAR. 


Poetry. 


SWIFTNESS OF TIME.—NEW-YEAR. 


1, Remark, my soul, the narrow bound 
Of the revolving year ; 


How swift the weeks complete their round! 


How short the months appear. 


2. So fast eternity comes on— 
And that important day, 
When all that mortal life hath done, 
God’s judgment shall survey. 


3. Yet, like an idle tale, we pass 
The swift revolving year ; 
And study artful ways tgancrease 
The speed of its career. 


4, Waken, O God, my careless heart, 
Its great concerns to see ; 

That I may act the Christian part, 
And give the year to thee. 


5. So shall their course more grateful roll, 
If future. years arise ; 
Or this shall bear my waiting soul 
To joy beyond the skies. 


eee 


NEW-YEAR’S DAY. 


1. Great God, we sing that mighty hand, 
By which, supported still, we stand : 
The opening year thy mercy shows ; 
Let mercy crown it till it close. 


2. By day, by night, at home, abroad, 
Still we are guarded by our God ; 
By his incessant bounty fed, 

By his unerring counsel led. 


3. With grateful hearts the past we own; 
The future, all to us unknown, 
We to thy guardian care commit, 
And peaceful leave before thy feet. 


4. In scenes exalted or depress’d, 
Be thou our joy, and thou our rest ; 
Thy goodness all our hopes shall raise, 
Ador’d through all our changing days. 


5. When death shali interrupt these songs, 
And seal in silence mortal tongues, 
Our helper, God, in whom we trust, 
In better worlds owr souls shall bodst. 
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